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Resources and networks to accelerate climate adaptation
Sophie Berger – DG Research and Innovation, European Commission 
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Climate Adaptation -- EU Policy Context



3

Addressing climate change: EU policy context
• European Green Deal (2019)         EU climate neutral and resilient by 2050

• EU Climate Law (2021)      set into law climate objectives of Green Deal
article 5 on adaptation

• EU Adaptation Strategy (2021) EU adapted to unavoidable climate impacts 
Strategy’s central dimensions:

- Smarter adaptation
- More systemic adaptation
- Faster adaptation

• European Integrated framework for climate resilience (upcoming)

EU Mission on 
adaptation to climate 

change



• Announced as ‘European Climate
Adaptation Plan’ in the Political 
Guidelines 2024-2029

• Will work with other EU flagship 
initiatives

• Expected to be adopted Q4 2026

European Integrated framework 
for climate resilience

More information

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/14770-European-climate-resilience-and-risk-management-integrated-framework_en


CLIMATE 
RESILIENT 
EUROPE

Empowering Europe 
for climate preparedness  

European Integrated framework for climate resilience :
 5 key components

Finance & 
insurance

Competitiveness 
& innovation 
opportunities

Deploying 
resilience by design 
across sectors and 

policies

Proposal for a 
legal framework 

for climate 
resilience

Risk awareness 
digital tools & 

citizens/businesses 
empowerment
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EU level: continent climate resilient by 2050

National: adaptation strategies and plans

Regional/local
Feel impacts Need to act

 Bridge the gap between EU and regions: EU Mission on adaptation to climate change



77

The EU Mission on Adaptation 
to Climate Change
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Mission objectives

To support at 
least 150 
European 
regions and 
communities to 
become climate 
resilient by 
2030

I

III

Placed-based – systemic – inclusive 
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Science-policy interface 
European Commission 

Research & Innovation projects 
+ others 

326 Regions & local authorities 
Committing with a Charter

MIP4Adapt

Coordination 
/community of 

Practice
Support

Communication 
Monitoring

60+ projects
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Cyprus participation : Charter Signatories 

4 municipalities
• Athienou
• Nicosia
• Pafos
• Aradippou

Explorer Signatories here

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/mission/the-mission/regions-and-local-authorities?size=n_10_n&filters%5B0%5D%5Bfield%5D=issued.date&filters%5B0%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B0%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=All%20time&filters%5B1%5D%5Bfield%5D=language&filters%5B1%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B1%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=en
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Activities of the Mission
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How is the Mission serving the regions?

Demonstration 
projects
(all can apply)

Support to Regions
(all can apply / Signatories)

National Adaptation 
Hubs

(all)

Research Projects
(all can apply)

Community of 
Practice  & General 

Support
(for all)
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Cyprus participation : Mission Projects 

• € 9+ M 
• 28 CY participants
• 8 municipalities 

/communities 
• 30% success rate for 

proposal with CY 
entities 

12 projects 

• Nicosia (3) 
• Limasol (2)
• Troodos (2)
• Larnaka

• Aradipou
• Amathountos 

Municipality
• Atheniou

• South 
Nicosia-
Idalion 
Municipality
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1. Demonstration projects 
Co-creating and demonstrating innovative solutions
• 40 demo projects   8 projects with CY public authorities
• 230 leaders           7 CY leaders 
• 150 followers          3 CY followers 

Health Rural Areas
Nature-based Solutions

Bankability Cross-cutting 
Critical infrastructure
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1. Demonstration projects  - Example
Gardens of the Future in Nicosia

• Challenges: water scarcity, salinity 
intrusion, heatwaves 

• Solutions : 
- Urban greening
- Groundwater Microalgae Treatment
- Nature-inspired rainwater harvesting
- Hydroponic vertical farming

 Holistic approach that enhances water supply, 
water quality and environmental sustainability More information on website  or factsheet

SME NGO municipality

https://www.cardimed-project.eu/demo-sites/nicosia-future-gardens-ebos/
https://www.cardimed-project.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/CARDIMED-DEMO9-Fact-Sheet_compressed.pdf
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2. Support to Regions 

Tailored support to 
Signatories in local 

language

• Adaptation Planning
• Citizen Engagement 

& community level events 
• Financing of Adaptation Projects 

Technical & financial 
support for Climate Risk 

Assessments

Recognise, prioritise and integrate 
climate risks in municipal and 
regional plans

Guidance and financial 
Support for Adaptation 

Pathways

• Climate Resilience  and Action 
Plans

• Adaptation Finance and 
Investment plans

 

MIP4Adapt

AthienouNicosiaAradipou
69 regional and local authorities 40 (+60) regional and local 

authorities 
150 Signatories

 follow-ups in the pipeline 
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Upcoming opportunities - Projects 
Type Details Provider? For 

whom?
When?

1. Demos Solutions to protect cultural heritage Mission 
(Horizon 
Europe)

Open to all Call opening in 
February 2026

Soil resilience to extreme weather 
events 

Mission 
(Horizon 
Europe)

Open to all Call opening in 
February 2026

2. Support Tailored Support
- Financing 
- Citizen engagement

MIP4Adapt 
2.0

Signatories 2026

Financial Support – assessing 
climate risk 

Follow-up 
CLIMAAX

Open to all 
50 regions

2027

Financial Support – Adaptation 
Plans

Follow-up 
P2R

Open to all
70 regions

2027
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Adaptation Hubs
Leveraging the Mission for a Future-Oriented Approach to 

Multilevel Climate Governance

Nov 2025 – Oct 2027 
(with follow up until 2030)
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3. Adaptation Hubs
C

ha
lle

ng
e Fragmented 

governance

• Disconnected 
policies & 
actors

• Slow decision 
making

• Local realities 
not reflected in 
national or EU 
plans

So
lu

tio
n Agile, connected 

hubs

• Stronger multi-
level 
cooperation

• Transfer of 
knowledge and 
best practice 
(within and 
between 
countries)

Im
pa

ct Faster and more 
systemic adaptation

• Adaptation 
mainstreamed  across 
governance levels

• Adaptation plans 
aligned (from EU to 
local)

• Solutions from Mission 
successfully replicated

• From reactive to 
systemic adaptation
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WHAT IS A NATIONAL HUB?

• National structure
• flexible, agile and light 
• with representatives of key 

national, regional and local 
authorities, & other stakeholders 

• Foster integration and coherence 
of climate adaptation

3. Adaptation Hubs

Designed by Freepik
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SETUP

• 27 national expert institutions
• 5 regional clusters 
• 4 European network of cities & regions

• 12 horizontal expert institutions

• 19 Peer-learning and capacity building 
activities between Hubs

• 54 twinning activities between regions 
(national) 

• 1 EU twinning programme

3. Adaptation Hubs



2222

Croatia
Example of 
an existing 
structure 

Adaptation Hubs



2323

CYPRUS HUB

• Led by Nicosia Development Agency (ANEL)

• No prior structure identified  opportunity to integrate the CY 
national hub in future national initiatives  

• In regional cluster with : Croatia, Greece, Bulgaria, Romania 

Adaptation Hubs
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General Support & Community of Practice 
Selected tools & resources
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Adaptation 
Stories 

Link to the 
database

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/mission/solutions/mission-stories?size=n_10_n&filters%5B0%5D%5Bfield%5D=cluster_name&filters%5B0%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B0%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=cca&filters%5B1%5D%5Bfield%5D=objectProvides&filters%5B1%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B1%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=Mission%20story&filters%5B2%5D%5Bfield%5D=readingTime&filters%5B2%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B2%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D%5Bname%5D=All&filters%5B2%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D%5BrangeType%5D=fixed&filters%5B3%5D%5Bfield%5D=issued.date&filters%5B3%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B3%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=Last%205%20years&filters%5B4%5D%5Bfield%5D=language&filters%5B4%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B4%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=en
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/mission/solutions/mission-stories?size=n_10_n&filters%5B0%5D%5Bfield%5D=cluster_name&filters%5B0%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B0%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=cca&filters%5B1%5D%5Bfield%5D=objectProvides&filters%5B1%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B1%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=Mission%20story&filters%5B2%5D%5Bfield%5D=readingTime&filters%5B2%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B2%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D%5Bname%5D=All&filters%5B2%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D%5BrangeType%5D=fixed&filters%5B3%5D%5Bfield%5D=issued.date&filters%5B3%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B3%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=Last%205%20years&filters%5B4%5D%5Bfield%5D=language&filters%5B4%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B4%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=en
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 We are looking for great examples from Cyprus!!
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Flexible and interactive tool 
designed to guide regions and local 
authorities in their Climate 
Adaptation Process

• With infographics

• Examples 

• resources

Available here

Regional Adaptation Support Tool

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/mission/knowledge-and-data/regional-adaptation-support-tool/step-1-preparing-the-ground-for-adaptation
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Tool database

Link to the tool database

Curated selection of reliable, up-to-date 
tools to support regional adaptation 

• Includes information on
• Description & objective
• Application
• Strengths and weaknesses
• Input / output
• Target audience & level of expertise
• Geographical scale 
• Climate impacts
• Sectors 

 

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/mission/solutions/tools?size=n_10_n&filters%5B0%5D%5Bfield%5D=language&filters%5B0%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B0%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=en&filters%5B1%5D%5Bfield%5D=cluster_name&filters%5B1%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B1%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=cca&filters%5B2%5D%5Bfield%5D=objectProvides&filters%5B2%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B2%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=Mission%20tool&filters%5B3%5D%5Bfield%5D=readingTime&filters%5B3%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B3%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D%5Bname%5D=All&filters%5B3%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D%5BrangeType%5D=fixed&filters%5B4%5D%5Bfield%5D=issued.date&filters%5B4%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B4%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=Last%205%20years
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Funding & financing 
Funding and Financing Guide

Funding Database

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/mission/funding/guide?size=n_10_n&filters%5B0%5D%5Bfield%5D=objectProvides&filters%5B0%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B0%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=Funding%20oportunity&filters%5B1%5D%5Bfield%5D=readingTime&filters%5B1%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B1%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D%5Bname%5D=All&filters%5B1%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D%5BrangeType%5D=fixed&filters%5B2%5D%5Bfield%5D=language&filters%5B2%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B2%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=en&sort-field=title.index&sort-direction=asc
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/mission/funding/opportunities?size=n_10_n&filters%5B0%5D%5Bfield%5D=objectProvides&filters%5B0%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B0%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=Funding%20oportunity&filters%5B1%5D%5Bfield%5D=readingTime&filters%5B1%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B1%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D%5Bname%5D=All&filters%5B1%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D%5BrangeType%5D=fixed&filters%5B2%5D%5Bfield%5D=language&filters%5B2%5D%5Btype%5D=any&filters%5B2%5D%5Bvalues%5D%5B0%5D=en&sort-field=title.index&sort-direction=asc
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Citizen & Stakeholder engagement:

DIY Manual on Engaging 
Stakeholders and Citizens in 
Climate Adaptation: Tools, Good 
Practices and Experiences.

Citizen and Stakeholder Training 
Programme

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/mission/external-content/pdfs/eumissions-diy-manual-english-d5-update-d9_final.pdf/@@download/file
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/mission/solutions/citizen-engagement-manual?activeAccordion=e87d5052-caba-474b-8933-72c5ab68603e
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Events and Training 

• 2-3 online events per month
• Thematic months vs Adaptation 

Essentials 

Material and information available 
on EU Mission Adaptation 
Community

https://futurium.ec.europa.eu/en/eu-mission-adaptation-community/events?page=1
https://futurium.ec.europa.eu/en/eu-mission-adaptation-community/events?page=1
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Concluding remarks
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• CY entities are already benefiting from the Mission
• The Mission offers many opportunities for national, regional and 

local authorities 
- Resources and tools 
- Possibility to learn from others in Europe 
- Financial support 
- “Connect the dots” 
- Get visibility 

• The Mission will come to you: the 2025 Forum will be hosted in 
Nicosia in May/June 2026 (with CY support)
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More information about the Adaptation Mission 
• 2025 Activity Report of the Adaptation Mission 
• 2025 Catalogue of  Mission Projects 
• Interactive Dashboard  271 Adaptation Projects, funded by the Mission 

and beyond 

https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/mission/news/news/three-years-of-action-new-report-highlights-progress-on-climate-adaptation
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/mission/external-content/pdfs/eu-missions-mission-projects-catalogue-2025.pdf/@@download/file
https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/c575fc3f-9de4-4659-9134-e3d0289ae3e9/sheet/9758dd27-b8ac-43f3-8336-8120db0ae19a/state/analysis
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Mission Newsletter

The monthly newsletter allows readers to keep up to date with the latest 
activities from MIP4Adapt, the Mission Projects and the most 
recent developments in climate adaption.
Register here 
Consult the previous editions

Social Media

@mip4adapt.bsky.social

@Mission Implementation 
Platform for Adaptation to 
Climate Change (MIP4Adapt)

Mission Portal
https://climate-
adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/mission 

Community of Practice
Events & training | chat room | space for collaboration
EU Mission Adaptation Community | Futurium 
(europa.eu)

https://ec.europa.eu/newsroom/clima/user-subscriptions/3165/create
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/mission/news/newsletter-archive
https://bsky.app/profile/mip4adapt.bsky.social
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/mission
https://climate-adapt.eea.europa.eu/en/mission
https://futurium.ec.europa.eu/en/eu-mission-adaptation-community
https://futurium.ec.europa.eu/en/eu-mission-adaptation-community
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